M&Ms4Graphs: Multi-scale, Multi-dimensional
Graph Analytics Tools for Cyber-Security
Objective
We developed graph-theoretic models to characterize an
complex cyber system at multiple scales. The models
will be used to provide continuous metrics-based updates
to drive an asymmetric resilient infrastructure. The
algorithms in the software framework include multi-scale
graph modeling, spectral analysis, role mining, shortestpath, and analysis of graph models.

Approach
We are modeling the key behavioral aspects of a system
by studying the information flow across hosts as largescale, dynamic graphs. We adapted a novel, multi-scale
approach for continuously updating the graph-based model
with local information and enable very fast computation
of essential security postures and cost/benefit metrics.
By accounting for both the connectivity structure of
the graph (who talks to whom) and the attributes of the
communication (using which protocol, how often, how
long), we are able to create a comprehensive model that
describes the behavior ranging from micro- (host level) to
macro-scale (enterprise level).

Achievements
• Major release of Graph Library
- Exhibit at GraphLab Conference, July 2014
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Impact
Our work on computing data-guided metrics to inform system
resiliency will provide a transformational capability for cyber
analysts and defenders. We envision that our deliverables will
enable a more effective and efficient method for the analysis of
cyber systems against security attacks. Our methods, including
analytical tools, framework, and software, will allow system
analysts and defenders to gain a high level of continuous,
situational awareness in a more efficient method than is
available with the current state of the art.

Future Work
FY 2015 is focused on validation, verification and usability
• Validation: ensure that our algorithms and metrics
support use cases offered by the reference architectures
• Verification: ensure we accomplish the dual objectives of
scalability and accuracy
• Usability: our work should be deployed and used without
any background in graph theory; deliver rules that abstract
away graph theoretical details
• Engage early adopters
and work out
case studies.
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